Teacher: Huică Mihaela
Subject: Art, History
	Title 
	Visiting Museums
	Time
	4 hours

	Subject: 
	Art, History

	Aims
	General competence[footnoteRef:1]: 1. Sensitive and critical reception of artistic-visual messages in order to form a basic artistic culture. [1:  According to the school curriculum for Art Education, grade VII, approved by order of the Minister of Education no 3393 / 28.02.2017.] 

General competence[footnoteRef:2]2: 3. Expressing civic behaviour by valuing historical experience and socio-cultural diversity. [2: 2 According to the school curriculum for History, grade VII, approved by order of the Minister of Education no 3393 / 28.02.2017] 

Specific competence[footnoteRef:3]3: 1.3. Recognition of artistic, plastic and decorative forms of expression in Romania. [3: 3 Idem 1] 

Specific competence[footnoteRef:4]4: 3.1. Valuing historical experiences offered by the action of personalities/groups in various historical contexts. [4: 4 Idem 2] 

Aim of the activity: To engage students in identifying common motifs in traditional and high art exhibits while visiting The Ethnographic and the Art Museums in Craiova, using computational thinking principles.

	Key CS elements:
	Decomposition; Pattern recognition; Algorithm design; Debugging 

	Age group :
	12-14 year old 

	Learning situations:
	The Ethnographic and the Art Museums in Craiova
	Activity type : 
	extracurricular

	Resources :
	1.	Access to The Ethnographic and Art Museums in Craiova.
2.	Notebooks and pencils.
3.	Digital cameras or smartphones.

	Duration:
	Multiple visits, with each visit lasting 2 hours.

	Learning development:

	Problem definition: 
Identify common motifs in traditional and high art exhibits while visiting The Ethnographic and the Art Museums in Craiova.
Preparation (Before Museum Visits):
· Contact the museums to arrange the visits and request access for the students.
· Inform the students about the upcoming museum visits and the importance of observing and analyzing the exhibits.
Visit 1 - The Ethnographic Museum (2 hours):
I. Decomposition:
· At the museum, break down the exhibits into categories such as clothing, tools, decorations, etc.
· Encourage students to take notes and photos of items that catch their attention. 
II. Pattern Recognition:
· Discuss what recurring themes or motifs they have observed among the ethnographic exhibits.
· Identify common patterns like geometric shapes, nature-inspired designs, or cultural symbols.
III. Abstraction:
· Ask students to select one artifact each and extract the essential features or motifs from it.
· They can draw these motifs or write a short description.
IV. Algorithm design:
· In groups, students create a plan to present their findings. This can be a mini-presentation or a group discussion.

Visit 2 - The Art Museum (2 hours):
I. Decomposition:
•	Examine the artworks and categorize them by style, period and artist.
•	Note specific elements like colors, subjects, and techniques used in the art pieces.
II. Pattern Recognition:
· Discuss recurring motifs or themes in the artworks, such as religious scenes, portraits, landscapes, or abstract shapes.
III. Abstraction:
· Select an artwork and identify the essential motifs or themes within it.
· Encourage students to sketch these motifs or write descriptions.
IV. Algorithm design:
•	In groups, students create a plan to present their findings, emphasizing the comparison between ethnographic and art motifs.


	Synthesis:
	•Have each group present their findings, highlighting the common motifs in both museums.
•Discuss the significance of these motifs in the context of culture and art.
•Encourage students to express their own interpretations and insights.


	Assessment/Extension:
	•	Students can create their artwork or craft using the motifs they've identified.
•	Write an essay or a short story inspired by the common motifs in the museums.

	Notes:

	 In traditional art, motifs and patters relay to the author’s social and spatial identity while in cultured art, the distinctive imprint of the artist defines his artistic concept. The students should notice that the artistic concept, such as stylistic markers or colour design, may not similar to all the paintings signed by a particular artist. Different artistic influences may occur throught his lifespan creation.







